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Abstract

Gerardus Manyela Satri Taneo, 20756823, The Meaning of the Bonet Dance and Its
Relevance to the Lives of the Loli Village Community, South Central Timor
Regency. Thesis. Undergraduate Program, Philosophy Study Program, Ledalero
Institute of Philosophy and Creative Tec

inology, 2026

Uhis thesis aims to analyze the meaning of the Bonet dance among the Dawan people,
spectfically in Loli Village, South Central Timor. The author believes that the Boner
dance 1s not merely a dance but a uniquely mherited part of their identity. Therefore,

through a dialogical approach, the author seeks to explore the life values embodied in
the Roner dance

I'his work uses a descriptive-qualitative method. The author conducted library research
and nterviews. In the library research, the author sought, explored, and analyzed
sources related to the topic of this paper. Using the interview method, the author
interviewed community leaders in the field. The data and information obtained were
then used to develop the theme of this papel

Bonet 1s a traditional dance rich in cultural and historical value. The Boner dance is a
cultural tradition of the Dawan people, who inhabit most of the island of Timor. The
word "Boner" 1s a Dawan word meaning "to surround." The word "Boner" also has the
same meaning as the words "nfun” or "nafun, " which also mean to surround. encircle.

or circle

[he Boner dance symbolizes the communal life of the Dawan people. It possesses high
artistic value, both in its rhythmic movements and its sung lyrics. The dance's
movement 1s performed in a group circle, holding hands, accompanied by uniform
footwork that follows the rhythm of the lyrics. Vocal skills play a crucial role in the
Boner dance performance, as participants must possess strong vocal abilities to sing the
lyrics with the correct pitch and rhythm of the dancers' feet.

[hrough the Bonet dance, the Loli people unite with one another. Therefore, the Boner
dance holds significant significance as a dance of brotherhood performed in traditional
ceremonies. Its purpose is to create a space for the continued inheritance and practice
of the Boner dance itself,

Kevwords: Boner Dance, Dawan Tribe, Loli Society, Life and Meaning.
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